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CORNELL NOTE-TAKING METHOD (see also example on p.2) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CUES 
 

• Main ideas 
• Questions that 

connect points 
• Questions for 

clarification 
• Prompts to help you 

study 
 
 
 
WHEN: 
After class, during review 

 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTES 
Record the lecture here, using: 
 

• Use concise sentences 
• Short hand symbols 
• Abbreviations 
• Lists 
• Use lots of space between points 
• Diagrams 

 
 
 
WHEN: 
During class 

   

SUMMARY 
• Top level main ideas 
• For quick reference 
• In full sentences, in your own words 

 
WHEN: After class during review. 
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